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Olle Wilson

Olle Wilson #16699

I have always dreamed of B s i Hudding®

owning top-of-the-line ’ e and can iR
Buicks and the opportu- reached at olle@
nity came in 2022 when skrivoskruv.se
a 1969 Riviera became
available here in Swe-
den. The advertisement stated that the or
owner was Frank Sinatra Jr., from Los Angeles,
CA. Sinatra’s prior ownership was interesting
but not as much of an attraction as the beauty
of the car. The car was painted Deep Gray Mist,
a “Riviera only” color, with no vinyl top. The
upgraded interior was a black vinyl Strato vinyl
bench. The car was loaded with power options,
including deluxe wheel covers and cornering
lights. But soon after the purchase, I began to
wonder if the documents that came with the
car would confirm that Frank Sinatra Jr’s prior
ownership could be true.

The documents in the car included a new

vehicle warranty and protection plan with an .
attached plate that indicated that the car was »
delivered on 9/27/68 to Lauesen Buick Com-

pany on Sepulveda Boulevard in Los Angeles.

The warranty card indicated the car was sold

on 03/06/69 to Frank Wayne Sinatra Jr. Also
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The Buick New Vehicle Warranty and Owner Protec- G- 706K
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Buick dealer. Application must be made within 30 days or
1,000 miles of Vehicle usage, whichever first occurs, following

able to an authorized Buick Dealer if warranty work
0 N the date of purchase, and the dealer must inspect the Vehicle | becomes necessary. THE FOLDER AND THE PROTECT-

and advise Buick that it has received the required maintenance. |
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of warranted power train components made during the period

PART NO. 1231760

between the expiration of the 12 months/12,000 miles coverage
and the 5 years/50,000 miles coverage. Part No. 1230330
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The 1969 Riviera, Series 49400, V-8, #49487, 4,199 Ibs,
52,872 produced, listed at $4,701.

included was an original registration form issued by the California DMV,
on 04/04/69, to Frank Wayne Sinatra Jr. at Fox Hill Drive in Los Angeles
on a 1969 Buick. The VIN in the documentation matched the plate at
the base of the windshield as well as the number stamped on the left side
of the engine. Lauesen Buick Company was located less than two miles
from Sinatra’s address. Further research indicated that the car arrived in
Sweden in 2016. I reached out to several of the past owners to ask about
its history. They confirmed that the documents in the car were there
when they purchased it. Then I contacted Eric Ravikio in New Jersey, who
owned the car before it was exported to Sweden. I told him about the
documents, and he confirmed that they were also there when he owned it.

When I removed the radio to get it repaired, I found a business card from .
“Chips Auto Radio” in Los Angeles. On the back of the card was a scribed crossing of Sepulveda an(;l Culver Boulevards, close
note that read, “Stereo inst. by Chuck Mansfield and Mark Oakley 11-25- to Lauesen Buick. Could it be possible that Frank

68" This date was after the car was delivered to the dealership and before Sinatra Jr., aftfér lu{u{h WiFh his father, went out to
the delivery to Sinatra. buy a new Buick Riviera in 1969? We do not know,

but if any readers have more information about this

Interestingly, Lauesen Buick was known to have sold Buicks to Hollywood ., history, I would appreciate hearing from you.

celebrities such as Leonard Nimoy, who played Mr. Spock in Star Trek. Q}
The dealership was just a stone’s throw from the Culver City Studio that Regardless of the Sinatra connection, we all know

produced many of the early classic movies. Frank Sinatra Sr. was, as we that our Rivieras do not have to be owned by celeb-

know, also an actor in many movies during these years, and his favor- rities to be appreciated. They are celebrities in their

ite restaurant, “Dear John,” was located near the Culver Studios at the own respect. &

16 January/February 2026 = The Riview




	Riview-1
	Riview-2
	Riview-3

